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SPRING
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Physical Address:
1327 Spring Cypress Rd.
Spring, TX 77373

Mailing Address:
25403 Lancewood Dr.
Spring, TX 77373

Office: 281-353-2707

springcoc@gmail.com
www.churchesofchrist.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

SUNDAY
Bible Studly................ 9:00 a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Afternoon Worship.....1:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study................ 7:30 p.m.
(via Zoom Meetings)

ELDERS

David P. Brown
Ken Cohn
John West

DEACONS

Bret Bailey
J. D. Gunter
Eric Paluka

EVANGELIST

David P. Brown

SECRETARY
Sonya West
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COUNTERFEITERS
IN THE CHURCH

George E. Darling, Sr.

Our government is on guard continually in an endeavor to
protect itself and the American people from counterfeiters.
They use every means known to science to catch every
counterfeiter and to put him in prison. They make their
designs so intricate that it is almost impossible to duplicate
them, and they print the money on paper that is a secret
formula to prevent anyone form “making money.” Even with
all this precaution, there are counterfeiters that are so good
at their chosen profession of deceiving the government that
they reap millions of dollars annually in our nation.

What would you think of a government agent who would
deliberately work with a gang of counterfeiters, sharing in
their profits, while he was being paid by the government to
protect us? What would you think of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover if he
called in a “specialist in counterfeiting” to teach his agents
how to cheat the government while they drew a salary from
the government to protect it?

That is exactly the position of the preacher and elders who
make up the program where they invite men whom they know
are teaching a false doctrine (whether they teach it from the
pulpit, orally, or by their practice in life).

If it is right that our government seeks to find out the
counterfeiters and prosecute them, it is just as right that
elders and their “program committees” be careful what kind of
men they put into the pulpits and on the programs to teach
the unsuspecting public that comes to hear them speak and
teach. Counterfeiters in money only cause us to lose dollars.
Counterfeiters in the spiritual realm divide the Lord’s body
and cause men and women to lose their lives for Christ and
their souls throughout eternity.

Brethren, the woods are full of religious counterfeiters in
these days of compromise, days when some are trying to
give people a painless religion with no charter or discipline.~
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THE DANGERS OF WEAK PREACHING

Stanley E. Sayers

Across the front of our communion tables
read the words, “In Remembrance Of Me.” In
the early Restoration territory it was not, and
still is not, unusual to see inscribed across the
front of a pulpit, “Preach The Word.” And it may
be followed by an exclamation point, and right-
fully so!

When the apostle Paul told Timothy to
preach the Word, he gave him his sermon topic,
his sermon notes, and his sermon. | well recall
years ago that an aging Methodist preacher
was standing in the pulpit, and turning to a
younger preacher, most likely a graduate from a
liberal seminary, he said, “And if you ever run
out of anything to preach,” taking his big Bible in
hand, “there’s a lot of good sermon material in
here!” | have always admired that statement.

DELUDING THE PEOPLE

When the preacher comes to the pulpit half-
prepared, the other half unprepared, knowing
little about the Scriptures and not much about
his text, he ought to be tossed out the back-
door. If not, why not? God made Israel to know
that not only were they to obey His every com-
mand, but they were neither to add to them nor
take from them (Deu. 5:32; 12:32). The warn-
ings of the New Testament are no less potent, if
not more so! (Mat. 15:9,13; Acts 20:28-31; 1
Cor. 1:10; 3:3-5; Gal. 1:6-12; Jude 3; Reuv.
22:18,19).

Weak preaching, and only a dead man could
deny we have it, deludes the people into think-
ing they are saved with half-hearted efforts;
they are members of just one more denomina-
tion; there may be a heaven and hell and then
there might not be; baptism is old fashioned,
days gone by preaching; etc. In such preaching
the persons quoted are seldom Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, Peter, Paul, James and Jude—not
to mention the Old Testament—but rather the
modern theologians of the day.

Shamefully enough, some of, if not many of,
our younger preachers are reading their ser-
mons, talking about the “Christian Community”
or “community of believers,” whereas our true to
the Book gospel preachers ventured forth to call
it the church! And they knew which one they
meant! | mean these men no harm for they
have accomplished much good, but when quo-
tations are made from Barclay, G. Campbell
Morgan, and others more than from Peter or

Paul, we are edging more and more into the
arena of denominational preaching. Having
been reared in a denomination, obeying the
gospel at the age of thirteen, preaching by the
time | was fifteen, | know both sides of the coin.
| know a gospel sermon when | hear it, and |
know a sectarian sermon when | hear it. And |
weep to confess that churches of Christ are get-
ting more and more sermons that sound so
much like the sectarians! We have adopted
their homework, quoted from their Sunday
School materials, picked up their recreation,
toned down the pulpit, and done all but move
out the Lord’s table and move in the piano! |
love the people in the denominations, but | love
my own brethren more, and feel a beckon to
make clarion call to “come out from among
them!”
REJECTING THE TRUTH

Paul warned that men would divide the king-
dom with their false doctrines, leading away
men after themselves (Acts 20:29-31). He also
warned Timothy concerning it (2 Tim. 3:1ff; 4:1-
5). For years we have heard, of the great apos-
tasy and we think of the Roman Catholic
Church—but, brethren, I’'m here to tell you that
we are undergoing, we are experiencing, anoth-
er great apostasy, and it is taking place right in
the church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
| well realize that truth is truth regardless of who
teaches it, but | also realize that error is error
regardless of who teaches it. If | stand in the
pulpit of a denomination and extend to an audi-
ence an invitation to come forward, repenting of
their sins, confessing the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, and being immersed in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, | am preaching
Truth. But if | stand in the pulpit within the broth-
erhood and have the audience bow their heads
and accept Jesus, | am preaching error! We
have this thing all turned around: we think if the
denominations preach it, it is automatically
wrong; and if the brethren preach it, it is auto-
matically right. Beloved, it isn’t who is preaching
it, it's what is being preached that counts! When
Paul stood among the Athenians at Mars Hill,
that didn’t make him a Greek. He was there to
preach the truth.

A few years ago | stood in Alexander Camp-
bell's study. The very spot where he prepared
his sermons and lectures, and where he wrote



JANTUDIS

Biactical Christianity
0 (Part])

Janua : 24th

These timely lessons will be presented at the church of Christ
Located at 1380 Fish Hatchery Road, Huntsville, Texas
Phone: 936-581-4346  Email: bruces_l@netzero.com

The book of James is so practical that some have called it “the gospel of common sense.” Because the
Christian faith is not just an organization to join or a few abstract doctrines to hold, a letter like
James’ is immediately relevant to every Christian. The Christian faith requires each believer to bring
every thought and action into conformity to the Word of God. It proclaims a Christian philosophy of
life in stark contrast to the self-seeking, unfocused, and often tumultuous existence that frequently
characterizes those outside the faith. A matter worth pondering is the fact that the very first topic
James discussed involved the difficulties encountered in the Christian life. Totally foreign to him was

the curious modern notion that becoming a Christian will make life easier, that all problems will
disappear.

9:00 AM: Jose Gamez -Count It All Joy (Jam. 1:2-11)
10:00 AM: Eric Paluka -The Christian & Temptations (Jam. 1:12-15)
11:00 AM: David Brown - The Source Of Every Good & Perfect Gift (Jam. 1:16-20)
LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED
1:30 PM: Jack Stephens - Receiving The Engrafted Word (Jam.1:21-25)
2:30 PM: John West - Pure & Undefiled Religion (Jam. 1:26-27 )
3:30 PM: Question & Answer Session




his classic works. | stood by his tombstone at his
grave. | walked through his stately home. |
passed by Bethel College where he taught.
Were this great man alive today, how would the
present apostasy affect him? But more than that,
| am concerned how it affects our Savior as He
walks among the seven golden candlesticks?
Are we still His church? Do we still abide faithful-
ly by His teachings and honor what He stood
for? Do we abide in the apostles’ doctrine? (Acts
2:42; 1 Cor. 14:37).

Irrespective of how one reflects upon Martin
Luther King, when he said, “I have a vision in my
soul,” something is triggered within me. |, too,
have a vision in my soul. It is a vision, not of
past but future glory—when men will again start
filling their sermons with Scripture, quoting the
Bible and not the writings of alleged scholars of
our modern day, making clear, and candid that
none can that none can misunderstand it that
the church of Christ is not a denomination, and
heavily underscore just as did the apostle, God’s
New Testament plan of salvation. | long for the
day when we will come down convincingly on
the qualifications for elders and deacons, and
what it takes to make a preacher of the true gos-
pel, and also how to become a true Christian. |
yearn for the time when we will start baptizing
people, not just to join our crowd or to get in, but
because the Holy Spirit through the Word has
penetrated their hearts and the cross weighs
heavily upon them, and they can find no peace
of mind until they have obeyed the gospel of
Christ from the heart. And | envision the day
when brethren, who because of weak preaching
having moved out into the world, feel convicted
by strong preaching to come home, confessing
their sins and repenting of them.

Brethren, it's time to come home. The day of
weak preaching has to go! Preacher, | challenge
you. Tamp that corner post with Scripture and
no power on earth can pull it up. Preach, oh
preach the word!~
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THOSE TO SERVE
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2024

Announcements John West
Scripture Reading Steven Johnson
Rev. 6:7-11

Song Leader Gary Blasingame

Prayer John West/Jonathan West (A.M.)
Eric Paluka/Joshua West (P.M.)
Speakers Ken Cohn/John West
Lord’s Table (A.M.)
(Luke 22:39-44)

Zack Nero Bret Bailey
Stephen Cohn Eric Paluka
Lord’s Table (P.M.)

J.D Gunter Ben Gunter
Audio/Video Monitor Zack Nero
Camera/Door Monitor J.D. Gunter

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2024

(via Zoom Meetings)
Announcements J.D. Gunter
Speaker David Brown
Bible Class Teacher David Brown

FOR JANUARY
Prepare Communion Z. Nero
Lock Buildings Blasingame
Prepare Bulletin Board TBA

IN NEED OF PRAYERS

David & Lynne Humphrey, David Brown,
Zack Nero, Gayle Barnett, Cynthia Jackson,
Elnora Oxendine, Edith Young, Bernice
Hastings, Charles & Ann Nero, Nathaniel
Rimmer, Chuck & Nancy Verkist, Freda
Smith, Noah & Glenda Hackworth, Orlinda
Chumbley, Carmen Hardy, and Roelf &

/ TEST YOUR BIBLE KNOWLEDGE\
Who tried to run away from God?

Answer to last week’s question:
Daniel; Daniel 6:10

Janice Ruffner.

4 MARK YOUR CALENDARS

«Saturday, January 27th: Lectureship at Fish
Hatchery Road. See inside for schedule.

«Sunday, January 28th: Monthly meal
«Saturday, February 24th: Spring CFTF

J

\Lectu reship.
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